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Justin Ogilvie 
Artist Statement 
2013 


Before and Again is a body of work based on my growing disillusionment with the 
erosion of the social bond and its fragility in our individualistic contemporary 
society. In response to this issue I inquired into themes of alienation and solidarity 
by exploring the human subject in contexts both private and public, such as solitary 
spaces and social interactions. Potluck dinner parties and encounters with 
individual friends were arranged in my personal studio to be photo-documented (in 
sequences) and later painted from. During this process, I became excited about 
observing both the unfolding of time and specific moments within sequence 
photography and attempted to capture and distill these phenomena in paint. 


Responding to these photographic sequences within the painting process allowed 
me to observe, capture, and investigate the concrete and ephemeral aspects within 
the phenomenal field of the social encounter. Furthermore, through this method 
various dualities emerged: movement vs. stasis [space], presence vs. absence [form], 
and duration vs. the instant [time]. This gave rise to a variety of tensions, which may 
speak to the contradictory, fragmentary and elusive nature of interpersonal 
relations, thus reflecting upon the fragility of connection within ourselves and with 
each other. It is within the spectrum of these perpetually shifting tensions that I 
wish to place my viewers. 


The materiality of both drawing and painting media was explored, utilizing additive 
and subtractive techniques to construct figures, articulate time, and arrange spaces 
in varying states of both formation and dissolution. Forms materialize through 
traditional techniques in representation (gestural lines, planar constructions, 
underpainting, grisaille, alla prima, glazing, impasto, etc.). Simultaneously, abstract 
techniques (drips, pours, scraping, sanding off, layering, flats, void silhouettes, etc.) 
are used to destabilize the formation of these figures. The collisions of these 
techniques create a space for oppositions to coexist, placing the viewer inside the 
immediacy of my process and its unfolding in time. Furthermore, this experience is 
enhanced by disturbing the harmony of a naturalistic palette [muted, earth tones] 
with passages of artificial colour, as well as intrusions of flats, such as silhouettes, 
both intentional and seemingly random. These processes are interchangeable and 
dual in function: are the figures emerging from their abstract origins or are they 
returning to the ground from which they came? As | attempt to capture the elusive 
nature of the social bond, my own process is founded on instability. 
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